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AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION

COURSE SYLLABUS
2009/2010
Course Description:  The Advanced Placement English Language and Composition class is a challenging university level one year course, which is offered to students in Grade12.  The course is designed to prepare students for success in reading and writing at the university level.  Throughout the academic year, students will be introduced to the art of reading and writing for a variety of purposes and in a variety of subjects. The class is an intense study of both literary devices and rhetoric, and it includes the close reading and critical analyzing of a wide variety of fiction and nonfiction texts.  Students will also reflect on their reading and writing through extensive discussion and rewriting, as well as gain an understanding of how writers employ language to create a relationship with the reader and communicate their message. Furthermore, students will develop their research skills in order to evaluate, use, cite, analyze, and synthesize from a variety of sources including graphics and visual images.  Finally, this course also prepares students for the AP College Board exam which is set in May [C1-See Annex 1].

The course is organized through the sequencing of writing and reading skills as opposed to themes or chronological order.  Moreover, the course’s framework relies mostly on British literature for fiction and American literature for nonfiction.

Students will write both process essays and in-class timed writing essays.  The process essays will go through various drafts and will include teacher feed-back, teacher conference, and peer editing. The teacher-student conferences will focus on helping students improve their own individual problems such as sentence structure, organization, detail, diction, and tone. After each essay assignment, the teacher will photocopy two samples of great essays which scored 6 or higher out of 9.   Students who scored lower will be required to write critical reflections on their papers. The reflection must focus on their paper’s strengths, weaknesses, and what strategies the student will use for the next writing assignment as a result of what he or she learned from the writing process and the sample essays. Each student will have his/her portfolio which will include the following: all process essays and drafts, sample essays, and reflections.  These portfolios will be checked by the teacher on an ongoing basis and will serve to demonstrate the individual writing progress of students.

Course Objectives
· Students will become skilled readers of nonfiction in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts.
· Students will become skilled readers of fiction written in a variety of periods.
· Students will become flexible writers who can compose for a variety of subjects.

· Students will write essays that proceed through several drafts and revisions with the aid of teacher and peers.
· Students will develop their rhetorical and literary skills and will put these into practice through their writing.

· Through extensive writing, revising, and reflection students will develop stylistic maturity.

· Through extensive reading students will become aware of the different stylistic effects created by different syntactical choices and by different levels of diction.
· Students will analyze how graphics and visual images both relate to written texts and serve as forms of text themselves.

· Students will learn to evaluate, synthesize, use, and cite sources.

· Students will complete a research argument paper in which they present an argument of their own that includes the analysis and synthesis of ideas from a variety of sources.
· Students will become independent learners and critical thinkers.
· Students will pass the AP exam with a 3 or more out of 5.
Fiction Studied 
These books are available at our school.  Four novels and one play from the list below will be required reading.

Lord of the Flies by William Golding

Blindness by Saramago

1984 by George Orwell

Othello by William Shakespeare

Macbeth by William Shakespeare
Les Miserables by Victor Hugo

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

Dubliners by James Joyce

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
Texts used by Teacher:

· Schwegler, Robert. A. Patterns of Exposition (17th Edition). Pearson Education Inc: U.S.A.  (2004). 

· Miller, George.  The Prentice Hall Reader (7th Edition). Pearson Prentice Hall: New Jersey. (2004).

· Bannister, Linda; Davis Conner, Ellen; Liftig, Robert; Reed-Siegel, Luann. The Best Test Preparation for the Advanced Placement Examination: English Language and Composition. Research Education Association: U.S.A. (2000).

· Burby, Stephen. AP English Language and Composition: An Apex Learning Guide. (2005 Edition). Simon & Schuster: U.S.A. (2005). 

· Swovelin, Barbara V. Cliffs AP English Language and Composition. Wiley Publishing, Inc.: U.S.A. (2001).

· Vogel, Richard; Winans, Charles; Piyamik-Nova, Denise. Multiple-Choice and Free-Response Questions in Preparation for the AP English Language and Composition Examination. D & S Marketing Systems, Inc.: U.S.A. (2001).

· Dean, Nancy.  Voice Lessons: Classroom Activities to Teach Diction, Detail, Imagery, Syntax, and Tone. Maupin House: U.S.A. (2000).

· Hamilton, Sharon.  Essential Literary Terms: A Brief Norton Guide with Exercises. W.W. Norton and Company, Inc., and Peoples Education: U.S.A. (2007).

· Murphy, Barbara; Rankin, Estelle. 5 Steps to a 5 AP English Language. McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc: U.S.A.  (2002).

· Cohen, Samuel.  50 Essays: A Portable Anthology. Bedford/St. Martin’s: U.S.A. (2004).

· Watkins, Floyd; Dillingham, William; Hiers, John; Brown, Byron.  Practical English Handbook. (11 Edition). Houghton Mifflin Company: Boston. (2001).

· Kovacs, Mary Anne; Reed, Jo; H. Strobel, Shirley.  Advanced Placement English: Practical Approaches to Literary Analysis. The Center for Learning: U.S.A. (1998). 
· Manear, John. Advanced Placement English: In-depth Analysis of Literary Forms. The Center for Learning: U.S.A. (1998). 
· Butler, Eugenia; Hickman, Mary Ann; J. McAlexander, Patricia; Overby, Lalla.  Correct Writing (6th Edition). D.C. Heath and Company: Canada. (1995). 
· Norton, Sarah; Green, Brian.  Essay Essentials with Readings.  Harcourt Brace & Company: Canada. (1997). 
Resources Used for Essay Topics and Questions for Discussion:

1. 
Curriculum Units. The Centre for Learning: USA

2. 
Contemporary Classics. Perfection Learning Corporation: USA

3. 
Resource Guides for Teachers, by Teachers. Milliken Publishing Company: Missouri.

4. AP COLLEGE BOARD PAST EXAMS

SCHEDULE

School Year starts September 7th 

School Year ends the beginning of May after the students have taken the AP College Board Exam.

REQUIRED SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS BEFORE STARTING THE AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE COURSE:

· Students must read Hugo’s Les Miserables

· Students must complete journal reading assignments for the novel: After approximately every 50 pages, students must complete an informal journal entry focusing on their thoughts, emotions, and predictions [C4]. The journal assignments are designed to help students become aware of themselves as writers.  At the end of the novel, they will also reflect on the techniques employed by this author. 

· Students must have memorized and reviewed a list of literary and rhetorical devices (Prepared teacher package with examples and exercises).

COURSE PLANNER AND TEACHING STRATEGIES

· Introduction to the course syllabus, expectations, and rules of the class.

· Review essay writing conventions such as thesis statements, topic sentences, paragraph unity, supporting sentences, conciseness, and formality. [C10]
· Introduce a prepared AP vocabulary list to help students use sophisticated and formal vocabulary in their essays. [C10]

· Introduce types of AP essays: Expository, Analytical, Argumentative, and Synthesis 

· Review APA Style guidelines for citing both primary and secondary sources [C9]. 

· Introduce AP essay format and AP essay rubric.
· Train students to score sample AP essays from past exams. This will make them aware of what makes a good AP essay.
·  Review summer assignments: Literary and Rhetorical Devices and Les Miserables
· Students come to class with completed journal on the novel. A week is devoted to class discussion and close analysis of the novel using their journal responses as a guide.
· Students discuss and analyze sample college essays.  They review narrative and descriptive techniques for these essays.
Major Assignment: Process College Application Essay (A process essay means an essay that goes through various drafts, minimum three, before reaching the final product.  Students will also have to go through peer editing checklists before handing in their final products to the teacher.  The teacher will also have student conferences and class discussion to help students develop sentence structure, organization, detail, diction, and tone). [C3] [C10]

· Introduction to Strategies for Critical Reading of Prose Passages: previewing, annotating, outlining, summarizing, analyzing, identifying style, personal response, evaluating the text, comparing and contrasting related texts.

· The analytical and expository essays: Discussion and analysis of author’s use of devices and manipulation of language [C5].

· Essays to discuss in-class [C6]:

1. William Hazlitt “Education of Women”

2. Mark Twain “Female Suffrage”

3. Lewis Thomas “On Cloning a Human Being”

4. Cynthia Hoffman “How to have Free Entertainment with Your Meal”

Major Assignments:
 a. Students complete the process of ‘Critical Reading of Prose Passages’ with Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”.  

b. Student also write a process essay analyzing Swift’s use of rhetorical devices and manipulation of language [C2] [C3] [C10]
· Various exercises from Dean’s book: Voice Lessons: Classroom Activities to Teach Diction, Detail, Imagery, Syntax, and Tone. (2000).
· Continue reviewing literary and rhetorical devices through quizzes, tests, and class exercises from Hamilton’s Essential Literary Terms: A Brief Norton Guide with Exercises. (2007). 
· Strategies to answer multiple-choice questions.
· The multiple-choice section of a past AP Language exam is introduced and administered.  The purpose is to expose students to the types of questions in the exam and its format.  The exam will also provide a baseline score that students can compare to a score in a multiple-choice exam that they will take in the last week of April.

· Achebe and his Things Fall Apart 
Focal points for discussion:

1. Close Reading of passages in the novel for analysis on style.

2. Irony

3. Narrator and Point of view

Major Assignment: In-class timed essay on Achebe’s style of writing and manipulation of language (40 minutes) 
· Various exercises from Dean’s book : Voice Lessons: Classroom Activities to Teach Diction, Detail, Imagery, Syntax, and Tone. (2000).
· Continue reviewing literary and rhetorical devices through quizzes, tests, and class exercises from Hamilton’s Essential Literary Terms: A Brief Norton Guide with Exercises. (2007).

· The argumentative essay: Discussion and analysis of persuasive devices used in argumentative essays [C5].

Major Assignment: A Process argumentative essay.  The chosen topic is drawn from the 2003 AP Released Exam free-response question number one (featuring a passage from Neal Gabler’s Life the Movie: How Entertainment Conquered Reality). Students must defend or challenge the assertion that entertainment has the capacity to ruin society. [C2] [C3] [C5] [C10]

· Introduction to Shakespeare’s drama

· Othello 
Focal points for discussion:

1. Close Reading of passages in the play for analysis on style. 
2. Foreshadowing techniques. 
3. Symbolism. 

4. Animal Imagery
Major Assignment: 
a. Write an in-class argumentative essay (40 minutes.) The chosen topic is drawn from the 2004 AP Released Exam free-response question number two.  The students must choose a controversial topic and write an essay which considers the opposing positions on this topic and proposes a solution or compromise.  [C5].

· Introduction to the Media Literacy

Students enter the following web pages:

adbusters.org/spoofads. 

http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/adaccess/
http://www.adflip.com/
http://www.advertisementave.com/

They will choose an ad of their choice, and they will analyze it and write a commentary about its implication and message.  They will then present their findings to the class. The purpose of this activity is for students to reflect and analyze explicit and subtle advertising techniques.  It will also teach students how visual images relate to written texts and serve as alternative text themselves. [C4] [C7]

· Introduction to graphs

Students are exposed to various line graphs, bar graphs, pie charts pulled from a variety of sources. Through teacher led questions, students will analyze and interpret the information presented in these graphs.  They will then create a graph of their choice, and they will analyze it and write a commentary about it.  They will then present their findings to the class.  The purpose of this activity is for students to understand data tables and graphs.  They must also use their critical thinking skills to explore and interpret data. Overall they will analyze how graphics relate to written texts and serve as alternative text themselves.  [C4] [C7]

· Introduction to the Synthesis Essay Question 
· Inductive and Deductive Reasoning
· Examining the prompt and its claim.
· Read sources: Underline important information.  Put a + next to the source that supports the claim in the prompt, or put a – sign for a source which goes against the claim. 
· Summarizing briefly the points, themes, or traits that the sources have in common 
· Choosing a position and deciding on thesis.

· Choosing sources to defend position.

· Gather information to support thesis, and chunk it according to the three reasons that will be the topic sentences.
· Find sources that support each topic sentence.  A minimum of three different sources is required.
· Students must turn their topic sentences into questions and brainstorm how they would answer the question.

· Make assumptions/insights about the factual information presented in the sources. Students will learn about inductive reasoning as the teacher models both incorrect and correct examples.
· Using direct quotations or paraphrases from sources

· Evaluating, citing primary and secondary sources using APA style guidelines. [C9]

· Developing Counter- Arguments.

·  Examples and exercises for the synthesis essay question.

After these lessons students will be ready to present a proposal for their research argument paper.  This paper will go beyond the parameters of a traditional research paper since it will ask students to present an argument of their own that includes the analysis and synthesis of ideas from an array of sources which they must also find on their own.  The topic will be open, but it must be both controversial and current.  By the end of the assignment, students will have presented their own synthesis question with a maximum of six accompanying sources, and their response essay to the question. 

Major Assignments:
 a. Prepare a proposal for the research based argumentative synthesis essay.[C5]

b. Write a process synthesis essay. (Take a position that defends, challenges, or qualifies the following statement: TBD). [C3] [C8] [C10]
· Practice AP Multiple-Choice Exam

· MAJOR PROJECT: Students must complete a Research Based Argumentative Essay on any topic of their choice that is currently controversial. The paper should consist of 6 pages using a minimum of six outside credible sources. Students must synthesize the information from the sources to provide clear and relevant support for their argument. This essay will be due the last day of Week 18. [C5] [C8]

WINTER BREAK HOMEWORK:

· Students must complete one AP Multiple Choice Package

· Students must read Saramago’s Blindness and complete journal entries for every 50 pages. [C4]


· Saramago and his Blindness. 

Focal points for discussion:

1. 
What is the novel’s language style before the white blindness strikes and during the illness? How does this style contribute to the whole effect of the novel? 
2. 
What are Saramago’s views of human nature?

Major Assignment: Read Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave” and in a commentary discuss how the novel Blindness alludes to Plato’s text. [C2]

· Exercises from Hamilton’s Essential Literary Terms: A Brief Norton Guide with Exercises. (2007).
Major Assignments: 

a. Literary and Rhetorical Devices Test

b.  Major Research Project Due.

· Various exercises from Dean’s book : Voice Lessons: Classroom Activities to Teach Diction, Detail, Imagery, Syntax, and Tone. (2000).
· Close Reading of passages for analysis on style: vocabulary, sentence structure, tone, voice, and diction. 
· Practice Multiple Choice Exam(s)

Major Assignment: One in- class timed synthesis essay (40 minutes) Topic: Take a position that defends, challenges, or qualifies the following statement: Sweatshops provide improvements to the standard of living of workers in developing countries. [C8]


· Golding’s Lord of the Flies
Focal points for discussion:

1. Analysis of author’s style:

· The teacher will present students with a table containing examples of the author’s use of language and style. Whole class discussion will follow. [C4] 
· The teacher will photocopy a particular passage from the novel.  Students will discuss style and literary devices.

· Whole class discussion will follow.

2. How does Golding use Lord of the Flies as a representation of human nature and society? 

3. In what way is the novel an allegory of the Garden of Evil?

4. What are the various symbols used in the novel and what do they represent?

Major Assignments: Three in-class timed writing essays (35 minutes for each) The chosen topics are drawn from the 2000 AP Released Exam free-response questions. [C2]

· Introduction to poetry: A Guide for How to Read a Poem.

· Introduction to poetic form and devices including the conventions for sonnets, blank and free verse. [C6]
· Poems to discuss in-class:

Dylan Thomas “Do Not Go Gentle into that Good Night”

Emily Dickinson “Because I Could Not Stop for Death”

John Donne “Death, Be not Proud”

Robert Frost “Out, Out--”

Shakespeare’s Sonnets #20, 29,121, “My Mistress’ Eyes Are nothing Like the Sun” and “Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?”

John Donne “A Lecture Upon the Shadow” and “Holy Sonnet #9”

Claude McKay “If We Must Die”

Seamus Heaney “Death of a Naturalist” and “Blackberry Picking”

Robert Browning “My Last Duchess”

Tennyson “The Eagle”

Elizabeth Bishop “The Fish”

Langston Hughes “Dream Deferred”

Adrienne Rich “Diving into the Wreck”

Anne Bradstreet “The Author to her Book”

· Students will bring a poem they like and be prepared to analyze and read it out loud to the class.

Students can work individually or in pairs. The poems must be photocopied for the rest of the class. 

· AP MC Practice Questions

Major Assignments: 

a. Poetry reflections on any of the poems discussed in class. Students must focus on the poet’s techniques and the manner in which the poet conveys his/her message. [C 4]

b. Students must write a reflection on any of the poems presented to the class except their own. [C4]


· The Short Story and its Elements

· Differences between the Short Story and the Novel

· Discussion of Short Stories.  The discussion will focus on the author’s style and manipulation of language, repetition, transitions, and emphasis to achieve his/her purpose.
“Young Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel Hawthorne
“The Tell Tale Heart” by Edgar Allan Poe 
“The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson 
“The Sisters” by James Joyce
“A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” by Hemingway

“A Rose for Emily” by Faulkner

“The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman
Major Assignment:

a.  Process essay analyzing one of the short stories discussed in class in relation to the author’s language style. [C3] [C10]

b. Three in-class timed essays from past AP Exams (35 minutes for each). The chosen topics are drawn from the 2001 AP Released Exam free-response questions. [C2]


· Various exercises from Dean’s book:Voice Lessons: Classroom Activities to Teach Diction, Detail, Imagery, Syntax, and Tone. (2000).
· Continue reviewing literary and rhetorical devices through quizzes, tests, and class exercises from Hamilton’s Essential Literary Terms: A Brief Norton Guide with Exercises. (2007).

· AP MC Practice Questions


· Exercises and readings from Schwegler’s Patterns of Exposition (17th Edition). Pearson Education Inc: U.S.A.  (2004). 
· Students read the following essays: Martin Luther King “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Frederick Douglas “Learning to Read and Write”, and Langston Hughes “Salvation”. Students must present brief proposals in which they delineate the author’s thesis and the types of appeals the author uses. [C6]

Major Assignments: Three in- class timed writing essays (30 minutes). The chosen topics are drawn from the 2002 (Form B) AP Released Exam free-response questions. [C 2]


· Various exercises from Dean’s book:Voice Lessons: Classroom Activities to Teach Diction, Detail, Imagery, Syntax, and Tone. (2000).
· Continue reviewing literary and rhetorical devices through quizzes, tests, and class exercises from Hamilton’s Essential Literary Terms: A Brief Norton Guide with Exercises. (2007).

· AP MC Practice Questions

SPRING BREAK HOMEWORK
· Students must read the following essays:  Orwell’s “Shooting an Elephant”, Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address”, and Woolf’s “Death of a Moth”.  Students must present brief proposals in which they delineate the author’s thesis and the types of appeals the author uses. [C6]
· Students must complete two AP Multiple Choice Packages


· Exercises and readings from Schwegler’s Patterns of Exposition (17th Edition). Pearson Education Inc: U.S.A.  (2004). 
Major Assignments: Three in- class timed writing essays (30 minutes). The chosen topics are drawn from the 2002 AP Released Exam free-response questions. [C 2]


· AP Practice Mock Exam: Multiple Choice Questions and Free Response Essay Questions (one week before the AP College Board Exam). [C 2]

END OF THE AP LANGUAGE COURSE

STUDENT EVALUATION

Students are evaluated throughout the year on their major papers, projects, tests, homework, quizzes, class work, essay reflections, and class participation.

Grading Guidelines: 

Major Grades:  essays, projects, tests, portfolios…. .……………………….…….40%

Minor Grades: homework, quizzes, class work, essay reflections, journal responses………………………………………………………………………….…45%

Class Participation: class involvement…………………………………………… 15%

Essay Rubric has been adapted from the AP essay rubrics found in the AP College Board website.

AP GENERAL ESSAY SCORING RUBRIC

	Top Scores

8-9

90-98
	These are well-written essays, which respond fully to the question asked. These papers show an in-depth analysis of the prompt and support their points with appropriate textual evidence and examples. While not flawless, writers of these essays demonstrate stylistic maturity by an effective command of sentence structure, diction, and organization.  The writer may show courage as well as originality and creativity.

	Upper Scores

6-7

80-88
	These essays also respond correctly to the questions asked but do so less fully or less effectively than the essays in the top range. Their discussion may be less thorough and less specific.  These essays are well written in an appropriate style but reveal less maturity than top papers.  They do make use of textual evidence to support their points. Some lapses in diction or syntax may appear, but the writing demonstrates sufficient control over the elements of composition to present the writer’s ideas clearly. The style of the paper is often conventional rather than captivatingly original.

	Middle Score

5

70-78
	These essays respond to the question, but the comments may be simplistic, repetitious, or imprecise; they may be generalized, vague, or inadequately supported.  These essays are adequately written, but may demonstrate inconsistent control over the elements of composition.  Organization is attempted, but it may not be fully achieved.

	Lower Scores

3-4

60-68
	These essays attempt to deal with the question, but do so either inaccurately or without support or specific evidence.  They may show some misunderstanding or omit pertinent analysis.  The writing can convey the writer’s ideas, but it reveals weak control over diction, syntax, and organization.  These essays may contain excessive and distracting spelling and grammatical errors.  Statements are seldom supported with specific or persuasive evidence, or inappropriately lengthy quotations may replace discussion analysis.

	Lowest Scores

1-2

50-58
	These essays fail to respond adequately to the question.  They may reveal misunderstanding or may distort interpretation.  Generally these essays are unacceptably brief or poorly written.  Although some attempts to answer the question may be indicated, the writer's view has little clarity and only slight, if any, evidence in its support.  These essays contain many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics.  The paper may also display illegible handwriting.


	Criteria
	8-9 (90-100%)
	6-7 (80-89%)
	5 (70-79%)
	3-4 (60-69%)

	Intro/Thesis/

Conclusion

/20 marks
	An engaging introduction, which appropriately introduces author and work.

Demonstrates a clear understanding of the question. Illustrates that understanding with a clear thesis.

An effective conclusion that leads to a powerful insight.
	A clear introduction, which introduces author and work.

Demonstrates an overall understanding of the question. Illustrates that understanding with a thesis. 

The conclusion brings the essay to an effective close.
	An adequate introduction., which  somewhat introduces author or work

Demonstrates some understanding of the question. The thesis lacks clarity

The conclusion repeats the introduction.


	The introduction is not engaging and fails to introduce author and work

Demonstrates little understanding of the question. No thesis is provided.

The conclusion is vague.

	Ideas and Content

/40 marks
	Ideas are clearly supported by examples and details.

Discussion acknowledges the complexities of the text and the essay reveals sophisticated ideas.
	Examples and details adequately support ideas. 

Discussion acknowledges some of the complexities of the text but is less thorough and powerful than the top range essay.
	There is little support of ideas and the support is merely paraphrased rather than direct.

Discussion is simplistic and obvious.
	Ideas may be presented but remain unsupported.

The passage was misread.

	Style and Conventions

/20marks
	Well-chosen words convey the intended message in an interesting and precise manner.

Rhetorical and stylistic devices are used with precision. 

A strong grasp of standard writing conventions is apparent.
	Well-chosen words convey the intended message in a natural way.

Competently uses rhetorical strategies and stylistic devices

A good grasp of standard writing conventions is apparent.
	Words are reasonable and accurate. They convey the intended message in a general manner.

Some use of rhetorical and stylistic devices.  

A basic grasp of standard writing conventions is apparent.
	Word choice limits the clarity of the intended message.

Little use of rhetorical and stylistic devices

A minimal grasp of standard writing conventions is apparent.

	Organization

/20 marks
	All points are logically connected and signaled with transitions. 

Each paragraph addresses a specific topic and there are no digressions.


	Plan is clear and most points are logically connected by transitions.

Each paragraph addresses a specific aspect of the topic.
	The writing is fairly organized but transitions are limited.

Each paragraph attempts to address a specific aspect of the topic. 


	The writing needs more structure and transitions need improvement.

Paragraphs are limited in focus and may be confusing

	Mechanics

-1% mistakes 

(only up to a ten percent deduction)


	No major errors are present regarding spelling, punctuation, capitalisation, sentence structure and standard formal English. The meaning of the essay is clear.
	Few minor errors are present regarding spelling, punctuation, capitalisation, sentence structure and standard formal English, but these errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding.
	Some minor errors are present regarding spelling, punctuation, capitalisation, sentence structure and standard formal English. There is some interference with the reader’s understanding.
	Major errors are present regarding spelling, punctuation, capitalisation, sentence structure and standard formal English. These errors do interfere with the reader’s understanding.


ANNEX ONE
	CODE
	AP College Board Curricular Requirements 

	C1
	The teacher has read the most recent AP English Course Description, available as a free download at apcentral.collegeboard.com/englang.

	C2
	The course teaches and requires students to write in several forms (e.g., narrative, expository, analytical, and argumentative essays) about a variety of subjects (e.g., public policies, popular culture, personal experiences).

	C3
	The course requires students to write essays that proceed through several stages or drafts, with revision aided by teacher and peers.

	C4
	The course requires students to write in informal contexts (e.g., imitation exercises, journal keeping, collaborative writing, and in-class responses) designed to help them become increasingly aware of themselves as writers and of the techniques employed by the writers they read.

	C5
	The course requires expository, analytical, and argumentative writing assignments that are based on readings representing a wide variety of prose styles and genres.

	C6
	The course requires nonfiction readings (e.g., essays, journalism, political writing, science writing, nature writing, autobiographies/biographies, diaries, history, criticism) that are selected to give students opportunities to identify and explain an author's use of rhetorical strategies and techniques. If fiction and poetry are also assigned, their main purpose should be to help students understand how various effects are achieved by writers' linguistic and rhetorical choices. (Note: The College Board does not mandate any particular authors or reading list, but representative authors are cited in the AP English Course Description.)

	C7
	The course teaches students to analyze how graphics and visual images both relate to written texts and serve as alternative forms of text themselves.

	C8
	The course teaches research skills, and in particular, the ability to evaluate, use, and cite primary and secondary sources. The course assigns projects such as the researched argument paper, which goes beyond the parameters of a traditional research paper by asking students to present an argument of their own that includes the analysis and synthesis of ideas from an array of sources.

	C9
	The course teaches students how to cite sources using a recognized editorial style (e.g., Modern Language Association, The Chicago Manual of Style, etc.).

	C10
	The AP teacher provides instruction and feedback on students' writing assignments, both before and after the students revise their work, that help the students develop these skills: 
- A wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately and effectively
- A variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination and coordination 
- Logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis 
- A balance of generalization and specific, illustrative detail 
- An effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure



WEEKS 1-4: Introduction to the Course and its Expectations; Reviewing Essay Conventions; Introduction to AP Essays; Reviewing Source Citation; Introduction to AP Essay Rubric and Grading; Review Summer Assignments; Analysis of narrative college essays Writing the college essay








WEEKS 5-8: Introduction to Prose Analysis; Analytical and Expository Essays; Lessons on Tone, Diction, Syntax, Imagery, and Detail; AP Language Multiple-Choice Exam.








WEEKS 9-11: Achebe and Things Fall Apart ; In-Class Timed Analytical Essay; Reviewing Literary and Rhetorical Devices; The Argumentative Essay.








WEEKS 12-15: Introduction to Drama; Shakespeare and Othello; In-Class Timed Argumentative Essay; Interpretation of Graphics and Visual images; The Synthesis Essay Question; Research Project; AP Language Multiple-Choice Exam.








WEEK 16: Semester I Exams








SECOND SEMESTER





WEEKS 17-18: Check Winter Break Homework for Completion; Review Saramago’s Blindness; Review/Recap Literary and Rhetorical Devices; Major Research Project due at the end of week 18.








WEEKS 19-20: Lessons on Tone, Diction, Syntax, Imagery, and Detail; AP Language Multiple Choice Exam; In-Class Timed Synthesis Essay. 








WEEKS 21-23: Golding’s Lord of the Flies; Three In-class timed essays.





WEEKS 24-25: Study of Selected Poems by Thomas, Dickinson, Donne, Frost, Shakespeare, McKay, Heaney, Browning, Tennyson, Bishop, Hughes, Rich, Bradstreet; AP Language Multiple-Choice Questions.








WEEKS 26-27: Study of Short Stories; Three In-Class Timed Essays. 








WEEK 28: Review Literary and Rhetorical Devices; AP Multiple Choice Questions








WEEK 29: Essay Analysis and Discussion; In-Class Timed Writing Essays








WEEK 30:  Review Literary and Rhetorical Devices; AP Multiple Choice Questions








WEEK 31: Essay Analysis and Discussion; In-Class Timed Writing Essays








WEEK 32: AP MOCK EXAM








WEEK 33: AP College Board Exam











