AP Human Geography Syllabus 2009-2010

Institution: Colegio Menor San Francisco De Quito
Instructor: Richard Whelan
Room 330

Email- rwhelan@colegiomenor.edu.ec 

Course Description: 
AP Human Geography is a yearlong course that focuses on the distribution, processes, and effects of human populations on the planet. The course provides a systematic and sophisticated study of human geography, including the following topics outlined in the Course Description: Nature of and Perspectives on Geography, Population, Cultural Patterns and Processes, Political Organization of Space, Agricultural and Rural Land Use, Industrialization and Economic Development, Cities and Urban Land Use. The course teaches the use of spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human organization of space. The course teaches students how to use and interpret maps, data sets, and geographic models ranging from the local to the global. 

Course Objectives/Themes
· To introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. 
· To learn about and employ the methods of geographers, especially observation, mapmaking, data gathering and reporting, and technical writing. 

On successful completion of the course, the student should be able to:

Use and think about maps and spatial data. Geography is fundamentally concerned with the ways in which patterns on Earth’s surface reflect and influence physical and human processes. As such, maps and spatial data are fundamental to the discipline, and learning to use and think about them is critical to geographical literacy. The goal is achieved when students learn to use maps and spatial data to pose and solve problems, and when they learn to think critically about what is revealed—and what is hidden—in different maps and spatial arrays.
• Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places. Geography looks at the world from a spatial perspective—seeking to understand the changing spatial organization of the Earth’s surface. One of the critical advantages of a spatial perspective is the attention it focuses on how phenomena are related to one another in particular places. Thus students should learn not just to recognize and interpret patterns but also to assess the nature and significance of the relationships among phenomena that occur in the same place and to understand how tastes and values, political regulations, and economic constraints work together to create particular types of cultural landscapes. 

• Recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and processes. Geographical analysis requires a sensitivity to scale—not just as a spatial category but also as a framework for understanding how events and processes at different scales influence one another. Thus, students should understand that the phenomena they are studying at one scale (e.g., local) may well be influenced by developments at other scales (e.g., regional, national, or global). They should then look at processes operating at multiple scales when seeking explanations of geographic patterns and arrangements. 

• Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process. Geography is concerned not simply with describing patterns but also with analyzing how these patterns came about and what they mean. Students should see regions as objects of analysis and exploration and should move beyond just locating and describing regions to considering how and why they come into being—and what they 

reveal about the changing character of the world in which we live. 

• Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places. At the heart of a geographical perspective is a concern with the ways in which events operating in one place can influence other places. Thus, students should view places and patterns not in isolation, but in terms of their spatial and functional relationship with other places and patterns. Moreover, they should strive to be aware that those relationships are constantly changing, and they should understand how and why change occurs. 

How to Be Successful in AP Human Geography 


Here are seven basic principles, taken from Seven Habits of Highly Successful Students: 

1) Be Proactive. 

a. See challenges coming, and take steps to face them before they overwhelm you. 

b. Keep and maintain a schedule. 

c. Get organized! 

2) Begin with the end in mind. 

a. Set goals based upon class expectations. 

b. Keep your energy and efforts focused on achieving your goals. 

3) Put first things first. 

a. Set priorities to help you achieve your goals. 

b. Tie your schedule into your goals. 

4) Think win/win. 

a. Look for the potential benefits in your work and your relationships in class. 

b. Remember that experience in one area reinforces experience in others. 

5) Seek first to understand, then to be understood. 

a. Listen to others before you criticize them. 

b. See how others’ ideas reinforce or conflict with your own. 

c. Make your point clearly and concisely so that others can understand you. 

6) Synergize. 

a. Look at how things fit together. 

b. Put your current experience to work for you in new endeavors. 

7) Sharpen the saw. 

a. Evaluate your actions. 

b. Look for areas of improvement. 

c. Set goals to achieve improvements, and follow them. 


Course Activities:

All tasks and assignments are aimed to prepare students for the AP exam.

Analyze Primary Sources, Various Studies, and Maps:

Each week students will be given the opportunity and instruction needed to analyze various types of  primary sources, studies, and maps with the aim of understanding the various aspects of physical geography, history, human geography and how actions impact and have impacted our environment. 

Article Portfolio:
Students will be required throughout the course to read and examine a variety of articles pertaining to geographical and political changes occurring in our present day epoch. These articles must be taken from reputable news sources and analyzed by writing a reflection. 

Class Discussion and Debates:

On a weekly basis students will engage in student and teacher lead discussion and debate either structured around the material either reviewed in class or the articles in the article portfolio. A variety of formal and informal opportunities will be offered with an objective to aid students in forming arguments and exchange knowledge.
Interactive PowerPoint Lectures, Movies, and other Interactive Media:

Lectures are a necessity in any classroom.  However, they are traditionally teacher-centered, and lack interaction.  Interactive lectures allow students to engage their senses with the use of images, sounds, graphs, and other visual aids. Students will be encouraged to participate and all lectures and other media material will be made available to them via the school intranet. 
Academic Trips:
Within this course you will have the opportunity and obligation to participate in a variety of filed trips to explore the political, human, geographical aspects of Ecuador. More information regarding these field trips will follow as the year progresses. 
Student Responsibilities:               
I. Actively participate in class and complete all assignments thoroughly and promptly.
II. Be responsible to make up work when absent. This includes:
i. Contacting the teacher when absent
ii. Send assignments that are due by e-mail
iii. Make necessary arrangements for planned absences (This includes vacations) 

iv. contact a classmate to be informed on assignments                   

III. Keep a well-organized and complete notebook and binder for the entire year; bring it to class daily. 

IV. Ask for help if to catch up and make sure all assignments are complete.

V. Challenge yourself to work hard and maintain high standards.

Course Evaluation

Through the course you will be expected to demonstrate your knowledge of the themes and skills stated above. Below is a list and explanation of the various tools that will be used.
· Summative Assessments Grades- These assignments will count for 60% of your final grade.
i. Compare and Contrast Essay: Students will compare and contrast the developments of at least two societies, cultural aspects, change in environments, ect.  relating themes such as culture, trade, migrations and/or interactions between or among societies.
ii. Change Over Time Essay:  Students will identify and analyze the dynamics of change and continuities over time on global issues such as: technology, trade, culture, migrations, and environmental developments.
iii. Currents Events/AP Themes Portfolio- Each semester students will be asked to stay abreast with the events that are occurring.  They will need to find  a selected amount of articles per week from reputable news sources and will be asked to make a summary. This summary will include a general summation of the article, the significance of the events described in the articles, and an examination of possible cause/effect relationship between what happed, what caused the event to happen, and possible outcomes based on previously studied themes.
· Formative Assessments Grades- These assignments will count for 20% of your final grade.  
i. Weekly/ Bi-weekly Quizzes- These quizzes are designed to assess the major themes covered during the week or unit. These quizzes can take the form of multiple choice exams or short answer essay questions and will resemble questions asked on the AP exam. 

ii. Practice Tests- Throughout the course students will be asked to participate in AP practice exams in order to prepare them for the AP test. These tests will be conducted in an appropriate manner and adequate time will be allotted. 
· Life Skills- This will account for 20% of your final grade.
i. Participation- Students are expected to participate actively in class activities, both as a listener and as an active participant in class discussions. Participation will count for 5% of your final grade.
1. Note Taking
2. General Participation.

ii. Punctuality- Students are expected to be on time in class, with their necessary class material. With every tardy, one percentage point of the total grade will be deducted. Punctuality will be worth 5% of your final grade.
1. If you are more than a few minutes late, you will be marked tardy.
iii. Preparedness: Students are expected to be prepared when they come to class. This means you should have all materials to participate.  Preparedness is worth 5% of your final grade.

iv. Meeting Deadlines: Students are expected to meet deadlines. If deadlines are not met students will be loose 1 percentage point from the final grade.

Plagiarism: Plagiarism will not be tolerated! I have had the unfortunate opportunity to ketch some of your peers. Don’t do it, it is a Code of Honor Violation and you will get a 0. Just cite your information in the appropriate APA style.  You may come see me if you have any questions regarding policy and APA citation.
Home Work Policy: 

The homework policy is as such: 

Preparative formative assessments/assignments will be graded and scored. If a preparative formative assessment/assignment is not turned in on time the student will have 24 hours to turn in that assignment or an on the spot replacement assignments will be assigned to determine knowledge acquisition.  
Practice formative assessments/assignments will be graded and scored. If a practice formative assessment/assignment is not turned in on time the student will loose one point in one of the following categories: Meets Deadlines, Participation, and Preparedness or an on the spot replacement assignments will be assigned to determine knowledge acquisition. 

 Course Texts and Materials
Texts
· The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography (8th Edition) (Hardcover) by James M. Rubenstein
· Barron's AP Human Geography, How to Prepare for the AP Human Geography Advanced Placement Exam (2ND ed.)
· Barron's AP Human Geography Flash Cards by  Meredith Marsh 

· Goode's World Atlas 

· Human Geography in Action (September 2009 edition) by Michael Kuby, John Harner, and Patricia Gober. 
· Human Geography: People, Place, and Culture (9th edition) by Erin H. Fouberg, Alexander B. Murphy, Harm J. de Blij

Internet Sources

· U.S Census Bureau www.census.gov
· Digital Atlas of the United States http://130.166124.2/USpage1.html 
· National Atlas www.nationalatlas.gov
· 1997 Agricultural Atlas of the United States www.nass.usda.gove/census/census97/atlas97
AP Human Geography Course Outline
Unit One: The Nature Of Geography

Guiding Question: What is Geography?

Week 1-3

I. Define and explain how geographers classify each of the following and provide examples
a. Regions
b. Locations

c. Distributions
II. Develop Key Geographical Skills: Identify what a map consists of and why.
a. The difference between geographical and political maps/mapping.
a. Terms: Simplification, Categorization, Symbolization, Induction.

b. Examine the impact, use, and applications of technology in relation to mapping: GPS and electronic maps.
a.  Terms: projections, scales, keys, and diffusion. 
III. Census and field work: Develop skills to interpret census data and create a census.
a. Examination of census data, census formation, data gathering and the creation of a census which can be applied to the high school setting.
Unit Two:  Population

Guiding Question: How, where, and why is population distributed? 
Week 4-5
I. Define and analyze what populations are: 
a. Case study of: Mexico City, Japan, and London
b. Consider the concepts of ecumene and nonecumene and consider: 

i. Why do most people live where they do? 

ii. For what reasons have humans historically avoided certain areas? 

iii. Where do nonexamples of each exist? Why? 

II. Examine how natural disasters and climate change effects populations:
a.  Case study: El Niño phenomenon in Ecuador, Hurricane Katrina in  New Orleans

i. List various types of natural hazards and disasters 

ii. Map how these areas were affected by the disasters. 

iii. Compare before and after maps. 

iv. Discuss methods that are taken to adapt to these dangers. 

Unit Three: Movement and Migration

Guiding Question: What are the effects of population migration and why do people move.
Week: 7-8

I. Examine various migratory movements and what motivated them. 

a. Map specific examples of historic and contemporary forced migrations, explaining push and pull factors associated with each. 

b. Case study A Day Without a Mexican,  Film: Hotel Rwanda 

i. Characterize: a refugee and refugee populations.
ii. Examine how immigration into the United States has affected the United States and Mexico.
II. Explain the demographic transition model using population shifts within history.  

a. What are its components? 

b. Which countries does it describe in each phase? 

c. Why might it not predict the future for developing countries today? 

III. Examine Policies that have influenced migration within the United States

a. Immigration history 
b. Immigration policy
Unit Four: Culture 

Guiding Question: What is Culture? How is it shown? What are its patterns?

Week: 8-11

I. Define the main concepts of culture and cultural geography.

a. Cultural differences, effects of, stereotypes, traditions, lifestyle.

b. Methods of diffusion.

II. Cultural impact on the environment.
a. Discuss ways in which cultural traits effect the environment. 

III. Cultural identity: roots, and development, dissemination.

a. Examine cases of specific popular cultural traits and discuss their diffusion: Advertising, the effects commercialized market, and popular culture.
b. Examine select cultures that have resisted “westernization” and have retained cultural authenticity in the face of opposition.   

IV. Field Work: Cultural identities in Ecuador, academic trip to Imbabura: Otavalo and El Chota Valley

a.  Discuss ways in which cultural traits are affected by and affect the natural environment.
Unit Five: Geography of Language 

Guiding Question: How is language distributed and how does the implementation of differing types of language affect culture and society.

Week: 12-13

I. Discuss the importance and role of language as an element of culture.
a. Focus on the Spanish language: How each country in South America has a different dialect and slightly different language structure.

b. Discuss characteristics of the English language 

i. Origin and historical development 

ii. Worldwide diffusion 
II. Explain how languages are classified and related. 
a. Map the distribution of major language families worldwide, 
i. South America

ii. Ecuador. 
iii. China 

iv. Europe
Unit Six: Geography and Religion

Week: 14-16: 

Guiding Question: How does religion effect culture, ideas, and development of cities?
I. Identify the following characteristics of all major religions: 

a. Point of origin 

b. Method of diffusion 

c. Current distribution 

d. Landscape expression 

II. Map the religious regions of the United States, Ecuador, and world.

a. Christianity

b. Islam

c. Buddhism 

d. Indigenous Religions 

III. Describe ways in which the environment influences religion and ways in which religions affect the natural environment and current religious conflicts.

a. Religion versus politics. 

b. Religion versus religion—interfaith conflicts 

c. Religion versus religion—intrafaith conflicts 

Unit Seven: Political Geography

Week:17-20
Guiding Question: What is Political Geography?
I. Explain the concept of state by: 

a. Identifying necessary qualifications and characteristics 

b. Listing examples of states in various regions

i. Nation-state

ii. Part-nation state

iii. Multinational state 

iv. Describing quasi-states 

II. List advantages and disadvantages of different types of boundaries and analyze how and why boundaries have changed over time by examining: 

a. Natural/physical boundaries 

b. Cultural boundaries 

c. Geometric boundaries 

III. Discuss the concepts of imperialism and colonialism and illustrate some of their consequences on the contemporary political map.

a. Examine the rise of the nation-state and its connection to imperialism.

b. Summarize the history of the United Nations and identify issues of current importance regarding it.

IV. Connections between culture and political boundaries: case study: the history of Checkoslovakia

Unit 8: Geography of Agriculture.
Week 21-23
Guiding Question: How do we use our land and why?
I. Explain how agriculture originated and identify its various hearths.

a. Neolithic Revolution 

b. Second Agricultural Revolution 

c. Green Revolution and biotechnology 

i. Modern agriculture and biotechnology

II. Rural settlement and agricultural patterns deforestations and desertification: Effects and conditions of the following

a. Climate, terrain, culture

b. Situations regarding the world market and transportation of goods.

c.  Identify the predominant agricultural practices associated with various regions of the world. 

d. Use agricultural practice to differentiate between less developed and relatively developed countries. 

III. Field work: agricultural diveristy in the Sierra and the Coast

a. Examine specific agricultural intricacies of the Ecuadorian agricultural system.

Unit 9: Geography of Industry

Week: 24-26

Guiding Question: How have economics and industries developed?

I. Explain the Industrial Revolution 

a. Describing its origin 

b. Describing its diffusion and current pattern of industrial regions 

II. Compare and Contrast preindustrial, industrial, and postindustrial life and landscape.

a. Patterns of industrialization

b. Pollution

c. Describe how site and situation factors influence the location of manufacturing throughout history.

III. Map regional manufacturing zones in each continent and identify the following for each: 

a. Origin and resources 

b. Current strengths and/or problems.

c. What does the future hold?

Unit 10: Urban Geography and City Planning. 

Guiding Question: How were/are cities created?

Week: 26-29

I. History and evolution of cities

a. Visit to the Old City in Quito, Ecuador and use maps to recreate growth and patterns of development
b. Global  and mega cities. 
II. Functions of contemporary cities: social classes, employment, transportation with the North American Landscape.
a. Suburbanization

b. Infrastructure
c. Political  organization in cities

d. Patterns of race, social class and gender

e. Impact on land

III. Contrast European and North American cities:
a. Central business districts 
b. Suburbs and suburban growth 
c. Galactic city/edge cities 
d. Describe the move of retail and industry to the suburbs and “great white flight” 
IV. Compare and contrast spatial characteristics of cities in the following regions: 
a. Africa.

b. Southeast Asia.
Please fill in your name and sign below portion.

I __________________________ certify that I have read the syllabus for AP Human Geography and  that I am aware of the policies, assessments, and responsibilities for me as a student outlined in this syllabus.   
___________________________ (Your Signature) 




________________________ (Date) 

___________________________ (Parent Signature) 




_________________________ (Date)
