AP WORLD HISTORY SYLLABUS
Teacher: Nicole George
Room: 332

Email: ngeorge@colegiomenor.edu.ec
Website: www.colegiomenor.edu.ec
Teacher sites/ High School/ Social Studies/ APWH
Course Description: 
AP World History is the equivalent of a college-level course in World History.  In this course students will trace human evolution by becoming knowledgeable of historical content starting from 8000 B.C.E. up to the present. This course will cover history throughout all five continents. The traditional look at politics and wars will not be the focus of this course. Instead causes and effect of international changes and comparisons among major societies will be the ultimate focus.  Students will be given the opportunity to do history.  In order to do so they will become capable at analytical skills such as interpretation and analysis of both primary and secondary sources. In this course history has been divided into five main time periods that will be studied in chronological order but student will also work with the events in and between each historical period they will also use the six AP world History themes to analyze material. 
The Six AP World History Themes:
In each unit we will work with the AP World History themes listed below: 

1. The relationship of change and continuity from 8,000 BCE to the present.

2. Impact of interaction among and within major societies.

3. Impact of technology, economics, and demography on people and the environment.

4. Systems of social structure and gender structure.

5. Cultural, religious, and intellectual developments.

6. Changes in functions and structures of states and in attitudes toward states and political identities, including the emergence of the nation-state.

Course Activities:

All tasks and assignments are aimed to prepare students for the AP exam.

Analyze Primary Sources:

Each week students will be given the opportunity and instruction needed to analyze various types of  primary sources. This requires students to demonstrate their insightful analysis of source documents with reference to historical context and author bias. Students will be asked to base their analysis in SOAPSTone (Subject, Occasion, Audience, Speaker, Tone). The daily use of historical materials also will help students practice using evidence to make  reasonable arguments. 

Unit and Course Timelines:
Another activity students will work with is assessing issues of change and continuity over time. This includes the capacity to deal with change as a process and with questions of causation. A way for students to create patterns and keep track of the information will be through the creation of timelines and maps covering all five units. These timelines and maps will help students see global patterns and processes over time and space while also connecting local developments to global ones and moving through levels of generalizations from the comprehensive to the particular. 

Class Discussion and Debates:

On a weekly basis students will engage in student and teacher lead discussion and debate.  A variety of formal and informal opportunities will be offered. The goal of the discussions and debates is two-fold.  First, it is to aid students in forming and evaluating arguments and support for those arguments. Second, students will be exposed to have the opportunity to assess various interpretations of history.

Interactive PowerPoint Lectures:

Lectures are a necessity in a history classroom.  However, they are traditionally teacher-centered.  Interactive lectures allow students to engage their senses in historic images while the teacher lectures on the topic. Students are encouraged to use the information they have already accumulated to make inferences and interpret the images given to them.

 Habits of mind: 
The activities mentioned above are intended to teach and have students practice the following habits of mind: 

· Constructing and evaluating arguments using evidence to make plausible arguments. 

· Using primary documents and other primary data: skills necessary to analyze point of view, context bias, and to understand and interpret information.

· Ability to assess issues of change and continuity over time.

· Capacity to handle diverse interpretations through analysis of context, bias, and frame of reference.

· Identify global patterns over time and space and connect to local developments.

· Compare societies and their reactions to global processes.

· Ability to asses claims of universal standards yet remain aware human commonalities and differences; putting culturally diverse ideas and values in historical context, not suspending judgment but developing understanding.

Student Responsibilities: 

In order to prepare the student for the AP World History Exam it is necessary for each student to follow the course requirements and I expect each student to:             

· Actively participate in class and complete all assignments thoroughly and promptly.

· Be responsible to make up work when absent. This includes:

- contacting the teacher when absent

- send assignments that are due by e-mail

- make necessary arrangements for planned absences

- contact a classmate to be informed on assignments                   

· Keep a well-organized and complete notebook for the entire year; bring to class daily. 

· Ask for help if your to catch up and make sure all assignments are complete

· Challenge yourself to work hard and maintain high standards.

Course Evaluation
     Through the course you will be expected to demonstrate your knowledge of the themes and skills stated above. Below is a list and explanation of the various tools that will be used.

· Summative Assessments: 60% of the semester. This will include final essays, unit tests, presentations, and projects.

· Formative assessments: 20% of the semester. This will include first drafts, classwork, quizzes, and research.

· Life Skills: 20% of the semester. This will be divided in:

Meeting deadlines: 5%, student will lose ONE point every time homework is not turned in on time.

Participation: 5%, based on a rubric that will evaluate students´ behavior.

Punctuality: 5%, student will lose ONE point for every tardy.

Preparedness: 5%, student will lose ONE point when he/she forgets to bring materials for the class.

· Homework policy: 
	Preparation
	Practice

	Students will have an opportunity to turn it in until the next class; if not, then they get a ZERO
	They will lose ONE point in the Meeting Deadlines category


i. Compare and Contrast Essay: Students will compare and contrast the developments of at least two societies, relating themes such as culture, trade, migrations and/or interactions between or among societies.
ii. Change Over Time Essay:  Students will identify and analyze the dynamics of change and continuities over time on global issues such as: technology, trade, culture, migrations, and environmental developments.
iii. Document-Based Question:  Students will be asked respond to a prompt by using documentary evidence.  In order to that they will be asked to analyze each document and then group them accordingly.
iv. Currents Events/AP Themes Portfolio- Each semester students will be asked to stay abreast with the “history” that is occurring today.  They will need to find two articles related to each one of the six AP history themes outlined above. For each article they will be asked to summarize and briefly explain how it represents the theme.  All articles will be catalogued and handed in at the end of the semester.  
v. Reading Quizzes- Students will be assessed on their understanding of the text book reading each week by a short 10 question multiple choice question quiz. The multiple choice questions will be modeled after those seen on the AP exam.
vi. Weekly Quizzes- These quizzes are designed to assess the major themes covered during the week. Predominantly they will be short essay but may also be multiple choice depending on the needs of the students. 

vii. Socratic Seminar- Periodically students will engage in a graded Socratic seminar.  They will given a prompt and participate in a student led discussion on the themes of the week.
Materials

For each class you will need to bring your notebook, pen and/or pencil, and any reading material that we will be used during class.  You will not be allowed to return to your locker for any forgotten items. You will also need access to a computer with Internet on a weekly basis.

The texts that will be used are:

Ralph, P.L., Lerner, R.E., Meacham, S.,  Wood, A.T., Hull, R.W, & Burns, E.M. (1997)  World Civilizations: Their History and Their Culture (9th Ed.). New York:  W.W. Norton & Company. 

Bulliet, R.W., Crossley, P.K., Headrick, D.R., Hirsch, S.W., Johnson, L.L., & Northrup, D. (2001) The Earth and Its Peoples: A Global History (2nd Ed.). Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company.
Student resources for this text can be found a:t http://college.hmco.com/history/world/bulliet/earth_peoples/2e/students/index.html
Stearns, P.N., Gosch, S.S., & Grieshaber, E.P. (2003) Documents in World History (3rd Ed.). New York: Longman.
“World History Best Practices”, AP World History, The College Board, 2002
Various class handouts and articles.

Contingency Plan: Information will be posted on the intranet and students will have to communicate via email. Any assignments will be due on the first day we are back in school.
Course Content
· Unit One:  Foundations (8000 B.C.E. – 600 C.E.) 6 weeks
· Unit Two:  Pre-Modern World (600 C.E. – 1450 C.E.) 6 weeks
· Unit Three: The Early Modern World ( 1450 C.E.- 1750 C.E.)  6 weeks
· Unit Four: Modern World (1750 C.E.- 1914 C.E.)  6 weeks
· Unit Five:  Present and the Global World (1914 C.E.- Present) 6 weeks
Unit One: Foundations (8000 B.C.E. – 600 C.E.)
Week One:  Introduction to the Course and History
· What is the role of the historian?

· What are the tools of the trade?

· Understanding Point of View and Bias

Cutaia, P. “Map Projections and Their Effects on Perceptions in the Study of World History.” Historyteacher.net. http://www.pptpalooza.net/
Week Two: Neolithic Revolution
· Compare and contrasts life before and after

· Debate whether or not agriculture was “worst mistake in human race”

 Jared Diamond “The Worst Mistake in the History of the Human Race” from                                     Discover Magazine, May 1987.
Activities: Compare and contrast migrations of the earliest people to migrations today

World Civilizations, CH.1

Week Three: Ancient Civilizations
· What are the indicators of a civilization?
· How did river valley civilizations interact with their environment?

· How did labor necessities determine political and social structures (gender and class)?

· How important were the inventions of writing, metallurgy and monumental constructions?

· What were the primary means the ancient civilizations used to communicate, exchange goods, and settle their differences

Activities: debate on what contributes to the development of a civilization

Evaluate continuity and change: conquerors adopt culture
World Civilizations, CH. 2&3

Week Four and Five: Classical Civilizations
· Identify characteristics of an empire.
· How did geography, environment and interaction shape their values and institutions?

· What forces led to the formation of these civilizations?

· What benefits and liabilities did these empires bring to their rulers and their subjects?

· What were the cause and effects of the instability/stability and eventual downfall?

· Compare and contrast the Role of Women in China, India, Greece and Rome

Activities: Compare “Golden Ages” – Greece, Rome, Gupta

 World Civilizations, CH. 4,5,6,7,8,9

Documents in World History, CH. 8,14,17&20

Week Six:  Growth, Interactions, and Belief Systems 
· How did belief systems lay the groundwork for cultural communication, moral expectations, and personal trust between people?

· Describe the interregional trading systems of the time period.

· Compare and contrast the role of women in different belief systems.

Documents in World History, CH. 23

Manning, P. (2002)“Bananas in Africa.” World History: Best Practices. College Board: New York.
Unit Two: Pre-Modern World (600 C.E. – 1450 C.E.)

Week One:  Monarchies and the Church in Europe

· Identify the causes and effects of the split of Christendom into two different Christian cultures.

· Compare and Contrast diseases throughout history and the human response to them

· Analyze the treatment of women during the Middle Ages in Europe and East Asia

· What were the main features of the economic and social structures of medieval western Europe?

· How did Mediterranean trade and the Crusades help in the revival of western Europe?

· How much did the region’s achievements depend on its own people and how much on things borrowed from Muslim and Byzantine neighbors?

World Civilizations, CH.10

 Documents in World History Vol. 1, CH.48
Week Two: Central and Eastern Asia
· Identify and explain the new relationships that were formed between East Asian societies and also China and the world at this time.

· What were the reasons for the differences that Buddhism played in politics in China, Tibet, Korea and Japan?

· Identify in what ways Japan became different from China in the 12th and 13th centuries.

· Explain how economy and technology led to vast achievements during the Song period.
World Civilizations, CH. 11

Documents in World History Vol. 1, CH. 31&32

Week Three: Rise of Dar al-Islam
· Has the rise of Islam affected women positively or negatively?

· Compare and contrast the spread of Islam with Christianity and Buddhism.

· What were the reasons for the success and failure of the caliphate?

· What was the relationship between urbanization and the development of Islamic culture?

 World Civilizations, CH.12

 Documents in World History, CH. 28

Teaching Pre-Modern Middle Eastern History, From: The World History Bulletin by Gladys Frantz-Murphy, Vol. 7, Number 2 (Spring/Summer 1990), pp. 24-31 
Week Four: The Mongols
· Explain what features of the Mongol’s pastoral nomadic way of life were favorable to the creation of  and empire.

· Analyze the impact of imperial conquests on Mongol society and the societies they conquered.

· Describe the ways that Mongol actions promoted the exchange of goods and ideas within and beyond their empire.

· Assess the significance of particular individuals and historical process.

· Place the 13th century expansion of the Mongols in the context of other movements of nomadic peoples in the surrounding period, 1000-1450

The Earth and It’s Peoples, CH. 13&14

“Mongol Empire Builders: Fiends From Hell or Culture Brokers.?” World History For Us All. San Diego State University. http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/dev/units/five/landscape/05_landscape4.pdf
Manning, P. (2002) “Nomadic Migrations.” World History: Best Practices. College Board: New York.

Week Five: Tropical Africa and Asia
· Compare and Contrast the views of Africa from Al Bakri and Ibn Battuta.

· What role did the environment play  in shaping the cultures of Africa and Asia?

· What role did trade and interactions play in the spread of Islam and the growth of the state?

World Civilizations, CH.16
 Documents in World History Vol. 1, CH. 40&41
Week Six: Trade Networks and the Maritime Revolution
· Explain how goods were transported and exchanged in the Americas during this time period.
· Examine the growth of the trade of an item from ancient times to the
present. 
· Compare and contrast Muslim views on trade.
· Evaluate the growth of trade in the Indian Ocean during the 15th century. Compare and contrast Portuguese and Chinese voyages during this time period.
· What were the motivations of Spain and Portugal to explore during this  time period?
· What were consequences of the voyages on the new contacts formed?
World Civilizations, CH. 17,19

Documents in World History Vol. 1, CH. 45&47

“Spheres of Interaction in the Americas.” World History For Us All. San Diego State University. http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/dev/units/five/landscape/05_landscape6.pdf
Unit Three: The Early Modern World (1450  C.E. – 1750 C.E.)

Week One: Transformation of Europe

· Analyze a visual source

· Defend whether or not Tsar Peter was right in thinking that military, economic, and political changes were moving Western Europe ahead of other parts of the world.

· What were the immediate and long-term consequences of the changes occurring during this time period?

· How did those changes affect ordinary men and women?
World Civilizations, CH. 18,19


Documents in World History Vol. 2, CH. 2&3

Johnson, J. (2002) “Reading a Picture.” World History: Best Practices. College Board: New York

Week Two: Colonial Societies in the Americas

· How did the development of European colonies in the Americas alter the natural environment?

· What were the most important differences in the political and economic institutions of Spain, Portugal, England, and France?

· What role did forced labor play in European colonies?

· Socratic Seminar on Spanish treatment of Native Americans.

· What were the effects of the spread of pathogens, plants and animals of the Columbian Exchange?
The Earth and It’s Peoples, CH. 19

“The Black Legend” by Gregory Cerio (Newsweek Special Issue)

“A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies” by Bartolome de Las Casas
Documents in World History Vol. 2, CH. 16

Week Three: The Atlantic System and the Americas

· How was the Atlantic System formed?

· How did participating in it affect Europe, Africa and the Americas?

· Compare and contrast sub-Saharan Africa’s contact with Atlantic System and the Islamic world.

· Compare and Contrast African and European reactions to the slave trade.

· Mapping of the Atlantic World and identifying the changes that occurred during the time period in a COT essay.
Chapter 20 The Earth and It’s Peoples

Chapter 15 Documents in World History Vol. 2

Week Four: New Contacts in Eurasia

· Compare and Contrast land-based and sea-based empires

· How did trading patterns change from 1500 to 1750 and what were the causes of those changes?

· What role did religion play in political alliances and rivalries and in the formation of states?

· What were the main purposes of Peter the Great’s reforms and how would people at different levels have reacted to them?
· Create and PowerPoint presentation comparing Russia’s interaction with west and one other empire from the list: Ottoman Empire, China, Tokugawa Japan, or Mughal India
World Civilizations, CH. 21

Chapters 6, 8 & 9 Documents in World History Vol. 2

Week Five: Eastern Eurasia

· Compare and Contrast Russian and Qing attitudes toward Europe at this time. What were the consequences of these attitudes?

· What explains the comparative speed of Japanese economic and technological development in the 1700s?

· Evaluate the argument that trade based on silver as the first global exchange commodity was driven by the Chinese desire for silver, not by a European deficit in trade with China.

· Understand that this argument is different from that of other historians who view European desire for Chinese products as driving trade.

· Debate whether or not internal political factionalism end Chinese overseas expansions in the fifteenth century
Chapter 6, 8 & 9 Documents in World History Vol. 2
Chapter 21 & 22 The Earth and It’s Peoples

Arno, J. (2002) “Who Driving? The Birth of World Trade: Silver in 1571.” World History: Best Practices. College Board: New York.

Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues In World Civilizations Volume 2 (First Edition). The authors of the specific articles used are Edward L. Dreyer and Dun J. Li.

Week Six: Age of Transition
· Outline the most important features of this period

· Identify the ten most important events during this period

· Rank them in order of importance
· Final Evaluation: COT Essay on the Global Economy

World Civilizations, CH.20,23,24
Unit 4: The Modern World 1750-1914

Week 1: The industrial Revolution

- What caused the Industrial revolution?
- Assess characteristics of the industrial revolution in by comparing the European and Japanese experience
- How did technology change the production system?

- What impact did the industrial revolution have on people and communities?

- Find patterns of demographic changes in by comparing trends from different regions

- What led to the rise of Western dominance over non western peoples? 

Activities: COT essay on European labor and production after the Industrial Revolution

Documents in world history CH. 19, pg. 124-129,” Work and Workers in in the Industrial Revolution”  

World Civilizations, CH. 25, 26
Week 2: Social responses to the Industrial Revolution
- What social reactions were caused by the industrial revolution?

- Compare and contrast social responses in different parts of the world

- Why did serfdom and slavery become questioned during this period? 

- Compare and contrast slavery vs. waged based labor

- How did the view of women workers change?

Activities: Research project on modern themes connected to events studied this week. Ex: Women in workforce, technological advances, workers conditions.
World Civilizations, CH. 27
Week 3: Independence Movements
- What caused independence movements to be formed?

- Identify patterns of independence movements in Latin America

- Compare revolutions in Europe, the United States and Latin America

- Compare and contrast absolutism and democracy as political systems: possibilities and limitations

Activities: Debate whether democracy or absolutism was more effective during the 17th and 18th centuries.
Debate on independence vs. freedom

Documents in world history CH. 23 “ New Tensions in the Westerns Political Tradition: Absolutism and Parliament”

Documents in world history CH. 31, pg. 202-208 “ Economy and Society of Latin America: Plantation Life in Cuba and Yucatan” 
World Civilizations, CH. 29
Week 4: Imperialism

- Evaluate imperialism and it’s consequences for Europe, Asia and Africa
- Compare and contrast foreign domination in Asia, Europe and Africa

- What relationship did the British Empire have with Africa and Asia?

- Describe economic ties and political organization

- How were reactions to foreign presence similar or different in the Ottoman empire, China, India and Japan

- How did cultural and artistic ideas spread into Europe?

Activities: write a comparative essay on which explorer you think had the most impact on the global society.

POV essay on the economic effects of imperialism 

Documents in world history CH. 29, pag. 188-192 “ The Tanzimat Reforms in the Ottoman Empire” 
Documents in world history CH. 28 pg. 184-187 “The Economy of India Under British Rule: The Views of and Indian Nationalist” 
“Legacies of British Rule in India” World History: Best Practices. College Board: New York, pg. 53

World Civilizations, CH. 30
Week 5: Labor Movements, Migration and other Movements

- Find patterns that characterize labor movements

- How did women’s participation in society and politics change? 

- How did migration and urbanization change societies?

- What were the bases for socialist and nationalist movements? 

- What were the effects of women’s emancipation movements in different places of the world? 
Activities: Debate on different movement, their origins and their impact on society.
Evaluate nationalism and its effect of current world and events

The Earth and its Peoples, Ch. 28

World Civilizations, CH.31
Week 6: Expansion

- Identify patterns of expansion in imperialism and colonialism 

- What led to the rise of Western dominance over non western peoples- How did native peoples react to foreign domination?

- Find patterns of events and relationships between regions 

Activities: Students create dialogues between characters representing each of the main themes of the unit.  Ex: from a slave point of view vs. a colonists point of view. 

Create flowchart of industrial revolution and its consequences

Documents in world history CH. 35 “ European Imperialism” pg. 230-235 
World Civilizations, CH. 33
Unit 5   The Changing World (6 weeks) 1914 C.E. - Present 

Week 1 – World War I and the Russian Revolution
- Which were the causes and effects of WWI?

- Evaluate the impact on the Russian Revolution on different groups of society

- Assess WWI & the Crisis of the European Global Order
- Evaluate changes in the political and economic structures and new political identities

- Compare various struggles and create patterns

Activities: Create a flow chart showing the events leading up to WWI and its consequences
 World Civilizations, CH.34
Documents in world history CH. 38, The experience of WWI, pg. 255
Week 2 – Economic Depression and WWII: 

- Assess regional economic crisis and evaluate its global impact

- What were the main causes of WWII? 
- Why did authoritarian rulers arise?  
- Compare and contrast Totalitarian rulership in various regions

- Examine the impact of the Holocaust
- World War II and the aftermath: 

- Assess the outcome of WWII

Activities: contrast nationalism in Europe and it the colonies

Class debate on fascism and totalitarianism
“Genocide”, World History: Best Practices. College Board: New York, pg. 85

World Civilizations, CH. 35, 36
Week 3: The Cold War
- How did the Marshall Plan influence post war relations?

- Compare ideological struggles and new political organizations at a global level

- Evaluate the rise of superpowers and nuclear proliferation 
- Analyze the division of the world into East and West and cooperation of allies

Activities: DBQ on Europe and cold war era
World Civilizations, CH. 3738
Documents in world history CH. 60, The Cold War, pg. 415

Week 4 – Challenges to European dominance
- Assess legacies of European Colonialism and nationalist movements in former colonies

- Compare and contrast decolonization (India and Africa (British) and Vietnam (French))

- Compare and contrast revolutions independence struggles in Africa, Asia and Latin America

- Analyze the development of different economic models as a means to meet peoples´      needs

Activities: COT essay: globalization and the rise of NGO’s 
World Civilizations, CH. 39,40,41, 42
Documents in world history CH. 53 Twentieth Century Latin American Politics: The Revolutionary Challenge, pg. 357

Week 5: Impact of the global economy: 

- Students will evaluate the development of technology and its impact on the environment through analyzing deforestation and general environmental destruction (pollution etc). 

- Assess causes for demographic changes such as migration and urbanization 

- Develop patterns of birth rates and death rates in connection to economic growth

- Compare and contrast regional and global use of resources 

Documents in world history CH. 58 “The environment in the Twentieth Century: A disaster Story pg. 396 Chapter 9 

World Civilizations, CH.43
Week 6: Global Culture and its reach
- Compare the impact of Western consumer society on environment, economy and society by comparing two non-European nations

- Examine human commonalities and differences as well as the development of universal standards by looking at the globalization of culture, multinational corporations and international migration. 

- Evaluate local cultural identities while comparing their ideas and values to global tendencies

- How does technology influence the spread of ideas and values? 

- Compare and contrast the rising of movements (feminist, gay and environmental rights) at a global level

Activities: POV Essay globalization of culture
World Civilizations, CH.43
Documents in world history CH. 59, Global Contacts: TheEmergence of Multinational Companies, pg. 404

HANDBOOK: for anything that was not specifically detailed in the syllabus, refer to the handbook.
VIII. SIGN: When you have read the syllabus, please sign it and bring it back for next class.
Have a great semester!

Name of student: ___________________________    Block: ________

Signature of student: _________________________________

Name of parent: _________________________________

Signature of parent: ______________________________
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