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Name: ____________________________________
Personal Analysis of Literature: Summer reading project
Firstly, we are affected by literature -- we love it, hate it, or are indifferent.  This is the total effect.

"Meaning" is the total effect -- the sum of all of the parts is what it "means" to you.  A work may have made a didactic point or not but you responded to it.  The "meaning" of a work may change as you understand more about it or experience some of what the author has written about.  Therefore, "meaning" is how the poem acts on you -- what it is that you feel.

As you understand more about a work, its meaning will change – it will have more effect, or there is also the possibility that you will realize that the work did not mean what you thought it did (you feel differently).

The study of literature is not an attempt to "pick apart" great works but rather the attempt to understand yourself and your feelings better and to gain skill in explaining what it is that impresses or disappoints you.  It is an attempt to answer the great question, "why did that work move me?" or “why didn’t it move me?”. After all, literature is just a collection of words.  The difference between dislike and appreciation is often just the matter of understanding yourself, the world around you, and art to a greater extent.

Therefore when you analyze or look at a work of art, you are trying to decipher how it achieves its effect or how did it produce meaning.

Description: You’ll have to read the novel Speak thoroughly and attentively.  Then respond to the five questions given to you below profoundly and thoughtfully. In addition, on the first day back to class, you’ll be taking a comprehensive novel test about major character, events, settings, themes, etc.  Your final score on the project will be half your test score and half your score on the paragraph responses.

       Five questions:

1- What about the story had the greatest impact on me? Why? Or why did the novel fail to connect with me? What could have been different to make a connection with me?

2- What did the author seem to be saying in their novel?  How did you figure that to be the message of the

story?
3- What new ideas were presented to me from this novel?  How were they presented to me?
4- What background information about the author or context adds to or changes the meaning I made from the story?  Why?  Or what information would you have liked to have in order to understand the story better?  How could have that information helped you understand the story better?
5- What were your overall thoughts about this book and the ideas presented in it?  I don’t care if you liked the book or not, but rather what you think of the content of the book (Was it superficial?  Did it exceed your expectations in terms of depth?  Were you hoping it would discuss a certain theme more, but it didn’t?).  Why did you feel that way?  This is where you think critically and profoundly.
Each question is worth 10 points for a maximum of 50 points.  Your responses will be scored based on completion of thoughts, depth of thoughts, evidence of reading the novel, and grammar.

Requirements:
· 175-225 words per response (any number of words over or under result in that amount reduced from your final grade)
· Done electronically and e-mailed to be before coming to the first class (ccowie@colegiomenor.edu.ec)

· No words of doom (check the document on my teacher site)

· No intolerable errors (check the document on the my teacher site)
· Spell-checked

Paragraph Grading Rubric

	
	5 - excellent
	3 - average
	1 – needs improvement

	Ideas
	The response is focused on profound thoughts that demonstrate critical thinking.  Relevant specific examples are used throughout the response to support any ideas.  Explanations are detailed.  There is a clear main idea or purpose to the response that is adhered to at all times.
	The response is focused on thoughts that may lack depth or critical thinking.  Specific examples are mostly relevant and used to support any ideas.  A small amount of room for greater detail is present.  There is a clear main idea or purpose to the response, but may slightly be deviated from.
	The response lacks focus, direction, and critical thinking.  Examples are either not present or are not relevant or supportive.  The explanations are general and vague.  The main idea or purpose of the paragraph may be unclear.

	Organization
	The response first presents the main idea or purpose of the paragraph.  Then gives examples and information, enhanced with explanations in a logical and coherent order.
	The response presents the main idea or purpose of the paragraph.  Then gives examples, information, and explanations in a mostly logical and coherent order.
	The response is overall confusing or misguided.  The main idea or purpose isn’t directly presented.  Example, information, and explanations don’t appear to follow any logical order.

	Sentence Fluency
	There is successful use of transition words/phrases.  The ideas, examples, explanations are connected fluidly.  Sentences flow together.
	There is use of transition words/phrases, but not entirely successful.  The ideas, examples, explanations are mostly connected, but may be disconnected in minor areas.
	There is a lack of transition words/phrases.  The ideas, examples, explanations appear to be randomly presented in the paragraph.  Writing it choppy and disconnected.

	Word Choice
	Words are academic, formal, and sophisticated and successfully used.  No words of doom used.
	Words are attempting to be academic, formal, and sophisticate, but aren’t entirely successful.  A few words of doom.
	Words are too casual or informal or inappropriate.  Many words of doom used.

	Voice
	Language is formal and academic.  It demonstrates a high level of intelligence and depth. 
	Language is formal and attempts to be academic.  It demonstrates an attempt to show a high level of intelligence and depth.
	Language is casual or informal.  There is not obvious demonstration or depth or high academic level.

	Conventions
	Only a few minor grammar problems that don’t impede understanding.  No spelling or punctuation errors.
	A few grammar problems that minimally inhibit understanding.  A few spelling or punctuation errors.
	Grammar problems that inhibit understanding of the paragraph. Many spelling or punctuation errors.


Rubric score: ___________/30pts
Percentage: _____________/100pts
Paragraph score: _____________/10pts

