
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
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SUMMER READING PROJECT  2010-2011

SIXTH TO SEVENTH GRADE
Climb or Die Summer Project

Directions: You must complete every part of this project

A. Vocabulary

Use the vocabulary sheet to define words as you read. Write the definition and the part of speech for each word. 

B. Courage Poem & Collage

1. Poem: Write a short poem describing courage and what it means to you. You must use at least two similes, and at least one example of personification. The poem must be at least 10 lines long.

2. Collage: Look through several newspapers and magazines for pictures to illustrate your poem.  Cut them out to make a Courage Collage to hang in the classroom. The collage must be on A3 size paper. Think about a theme for your collage such as “courage in sports” or “people who have made a difference”.  Use markers, paint, and pieces of fabric to make your collage interesting.
	Courage Collage Rubric


	


	CATEGORY 
	                   5-4
 Exceeds Expectations 
	              3-2
Meets Expectations 
	                          1-0

 Does Not Meet Expectations 

	Quality of Construction 
	The collage shows considerable attention to construction. The items are neatly trimmed. All items are carefully and securely attached to the backing. There are no stray marks, smudges or glue stains. 
	The collage shows some attention to construction. Most items are neatly trimmed. All items are securely attached to the backing. A few barely noticeable stray marks, smudges or glue stains are present. 
	The collage was put together sloppily. Items appear to be just "slapped on". Pieces may be loose or hanging over the edges. Smudges, stains, rips, uneven edges, and/or stray marks are evident. 

	Attention to Theme 
	For most items, the relationship to the theme is clear without explanation. 
	For many of the items, the relationship to the theme is clear without explanation. 
	Difficulty understanding how most items relate to the assigned theme. 

	Titles and Text 
	Titles and text were written clearly and were easy to read from a distance. Text varied in color, size and/or style for different text elements. 
	Titles and text were written clearly and were easy to read close-up. There was little variation in the appearance of text. 
	Titles and/or text are hard to read, even when the reader is close. 

	Creativity 
	Several of the graphics or objects used in the collage reflect an exceptional degree of student creativity in their creation and/or display. 
	One or two of the graphics or objects used in the collage reflect student creativity in their creation and/or display. 
	The student did not make or customize any of the items on the collage. 

	Poem Rubric




	CATEGORY 
	5
	4
	3
	2-1

	Word Choice 
	Writer uses vivid words and phrases that linger or draw pictures in the reader's mind, and the choice and placement of the words seems accurate, natural and not forced. 
	Writer uses vivid words and phrases that linger or draw pictures in the reader's mind, but occasionally the words are used inaccurately or seem overdone. 
	Writer uses words that communicate clearly, but the writing lacks variety, punch or flair. 
	Writer uses a limited vocabulary that does not communicate strongly or capture the reader's interest. Jargon or cliches may be present and detract from the meaning. 

	Grammar & Spelling (Conventions) 
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

	Figurative Language
	The collage includes 2 or more similes, one or more example of personi fication and also shows creative use of adjectives and adverbs.
	The collage includes 2 or more similes, one or more example of personi fication and but does not  show creative use of adjectives and adverbs.
	The collage includes 2 or more similes, but is missing  one or more example of personi fication and also shows creative use of adjectives and adverbs.
	The collage is missing similes  and adverbs.

	Presentation
	Poem is 10 lines long, typed and presented in a creative way
	Poem is 10 lines long, typed but not presented in a creative way
	Poem is less than 10  lines long, nor typed or presented in a creative way. 
	Poem is less than 5 lines and/or  not presented in a creative way


Climb or Die Vocabulary

1. Belay:
2. Carabiners: 

3. Coaxed: 

4. Contours: 

5. Desolate: 

6. Desperate:  

7. Drifts: 

8. Fatigue: 

9. Foothold: 

10. Functioned: 

11. Ice ax: 

12. Improvising: 

13. Intently: 

14. Overcome: 

15. Pitons: 

16. Reassure: 

17. Ridge: 

18. Rummaged: 

19. Terrain: 

20. Textures:
