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CMSFQ 
ENGLISH SUMMER READING PROJECT, 2011
2011-2012 8th Grade Students : Taking Sides
Your teacher will assign a novel for you to read.  You must check out the novel from the Resource Room before Monday, June 20 with your student I.D. card.  You do not need a guarantee.

Quotations Assignment: This assignment is due the first day of class after the summer holidays..  If you are absent on that day, it is due the first day you return to class.
Collect quotations/passages from throughout the entire novel using the following procedure.

Procedure: Use sticky notes to mark passages as you read. Every time you encounter a particularly important, provocative, dramatic, surprising, even disturbing passage, mark it with a sticky note. Only when you have completed the entire novel will you look at all those passages and decide which to toss out and which to keep. So when you have finished reading the novel, you will select only 10 SIGNIFICANT passages from throughout the book. (The passages must be at least two sentences in length.) Copy the passages (including the page numbers) and then write about each passage (approximately 100-150 words for each) in the following ways:

1. In a well-written paragraph, explain how the passage “fits” into the novel (Does the passage reveal something about  a character? About the plot?). The book’s message or meaning or theme?
2. In a well-written paragraph, react to the passage as a reader. Make the teacher understand why you have selected this passage. Don’t just summarize the plot. Think about the following questions before you write:
· Does the passage jump off the page as a marvelous descriptive passage?
· Does it prompt a strong response from you as you read it? Do you just love the sound of it? Is the language beautiful, descriptive, graphic?
· Is it particularly meaningful? Is it a highpoint in the book? Do you find yourself in agreement/disagreement with the ideas expressed?
· Does the passage make you laugh out loud or make you melancholy or make you feel something else? 
· Does the passage challenge or expand your thinking?
· Does the passage impress, intrigue, horrify, or puzzle you?

. 

3. Next, select another, different passage (this is the 10th quotation) as “The Quote of the Book.” This quotation/passage is one that captures the essence—the true meaning—of the novel for you, the reader. In a well-written paragraph of at least 100-150 words, explain exactly how this passage is the perfect quotation from the book. 

Follow the examples below for “The Quote of the Book”:

“Rage was in his voice, and Adam felt the creeping fear; but he knew also that he had a moment left. Too many times he had seen the destructive machine that chopped down anything standing in the way. Rage came first and then a coldness, a possession; noncommittal eyes and a pleased smile and no voice at all, only a whisper. . . .”(p. 29)

1. This passage is crucial because it presents the character of Charles and Adam. It is also the central theme of the novel.  Charles tries to buy his father’s admiration, but is not successful.  He is angry because of his father´s rejection. He takes out his anger and frustration on Adam, seeking a sort of revenge. 
OR:
2. What an intriguing passage! So many questions are raised after reading this section. How could a human be so motivated to murder simply out of rejection? Why is  there such a feeling of competition within Charles, yet Adam seeks to appear inadequate? This quotation is vividly descriptive, and the reader feels the panic that Adam felt and the compassion that Charles deserves. The quotation appeals to the reader simply because all people have suffered frustration at some point.

GRADING
· You must do your own work; you will have to sign that none of your work is copied OR obtained from a source such as Spark Notes. Plagiarism will result in a 0.
· Please type this assignment.
· 100 points as a major, assessed grade.
· Teachers will choose two random selections and the “Quote of the book” to evaluate.
· Criteria for evaluation:
· Assignment complete- 10 points
· Clear effort to do a good job- 15 points
· Each paragraph is worth 25 points = 75 points
· Each paragraph includes:

· A topic sentence and clear ideas 5 points
· Sufficient details to support ideas- 5 points 
· A discussion of evidence- 5 points
· Avoids Intolerable errors/Intelligent mistakes completely- 5 points
· Uses present tense throughout- 5 points
