



Frequently Asked Questions
   

 

· When is my first day at school?


New teachers are required to come to school on Wednesday, August 18, at 8:00. 
The first two days will be orientation sessions for all new teachers.

· Who will meet me at the airport, and where will I stay when I arrive?


You will be received by the General Director, the Human Resources Director or 
your host family. The first few weeks you can stay with a host family. Host 
families are normally part of the Colegio Menor community (teachers, 
administrators, support staff members) and they will be responsible for 
receiving you in their 
homes. You will be provided with your own bedroom, 
meals, and laundry. They will also be responsible for taking you to Colegio 
Menor on the first day.
· What date will my health benefits begin?


Your health benefits will begin on the first day you come to school.
· When do classes start?

Classes start on Monday, August 30th .

· When do I get my first check?


Your first salary will be paid on August 31 for the days worked in August. From 
then on you will be paid on monthly bases every last day of the month.

· When do I get the money for travel allowance, luggage, and settling in?


You will be able to request these payments once you have started work at Colegio 
Menor.

· How do I get to and from school?


The first day of work it will be your host family responsibility to bring you to 
school. If for any reason you are not staying 
at a host family, you will need to 

find a way to get to school that day. You may contact Human Resources for 
assistance with transportation. 


 For the rest of the year the school provides faculty buses. These are not door to 
door buses, but they go close to most important streets and avenues.
· What do I need to do to get my visa?


You should contact your nearest Ecuadorian Consulate to make sure what things 
you need to get. The school will be sending you a package with the documents 
you will need, but other things like photographs and health certificates, you will 
need to do on your own. 


You can find more information on our web page under “new teachers/getting an 
Ecuadorian visa”.

· What vaccines and shots should I get before travelling to Ecuador?

You are not required to get any special vaccine or shot to enter the country. 
Nevertheless, if you plan to travel to the jungle Yellow Fever shots are a 
requirement. These shots are easily found here and less expensive than in U.S.A.

· Who will make the travel arrangements?

It is up to you to make all travel arrangements. Please don’t forget to advise the 
Human Resource Director on your flight schedule so that he can make sure 
someone is at the airport to pick you up. The school will reimburse you 
according to the conditions of your contract. Receipts and proof of purchase are 
not mandatory, but are always helpful.
· What is the best way to ship my belongings, books and materials?
We strongly recommend that you try to bring everything with you. Shipping things through mail or currier may be troublesome and costly. You should contact your Area Head to find out more about what materials the school can provide. You should be aware that the school has a Curriculum Center that has more than 70,000 books and materials.

· How is the general weather? What kind of clothing should I take?

Quito enjoys a Spring to Fall type of weather. Though Quito is located at the equator, it is also  almost 10,000 feet high. So we definitely do not have what you would call “tropical weather” So you will need a jacket, but not a heavy coat. Though we have some rainy and dry periods through the year, they are not limited to specific months or seasons. So the best is to be prepared to receive lots of sun, and also rain, sometimes in the same day.
Because Ecuador is so geographically diverse, you will find that you are only a few hours a way from the hot tropical weather, so also pack your shorts and swimming suits.

· Is communicating with USA easy?

Yes, you will be able o call home as soon as you arrive. At school you have access to internet all the time. The school can provide you with cell phones if you sign up with one of the local cell phone companies. 

