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Getting an Ecuadorian Visa
 

HOW TO OBTAIN YOUR VISA TO COME TO ECUADOR

  

 

1. Please contact the Ecuadorian Consulate to request your visa. Be sure to ask about the requirements you need to fulfill since some Consulates ask for additional documents, such as: medical certificate, HIV test, police certificate with criminal record, photos, etc.   
 

2. Take the required documents to the Ecuadorian Consulate and keep a set of copies for yourself:

 

· Letter from CMSFQ addressed to the Ecuadorian Consul, through which CMSFQ requests a 12-VIII Cultural Exchange Visa for you and provides an economic guarantee (please note that the guarantee CMSFQ offers is only a declaration to enable you to obtain a visa, not a financial obligation on the part of CMSFQ). 

· Letter from CMSFQ accepting you as a Cultural Exchange Volunteer. 

· Copy of the agreement between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Colegio Menor San Francisco de Quito 

· Your original passport valid for more than six months 

 

The Ecuadorian Embassy in Washington, D.C. has also published this web page with information about this type of visa and the requirements for obtaining it: http://www.ecuador.org/nonimmigrantvisas.htm#cultural  (be sure you are looking at the 12-VIII section ).
 

3.  Please note that the 12-VIII Cultural Exchange is a volunteer visa. VERY IMPORTANT:  WHEN FILLING OUT THE VISA APPLICATION, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOUR ACTIVITY IN ECUADOR CORRESPONDS WITH THE TYPE OF VISA THAT YOU ARE REQUESTING. UNDER THE HEADING "ACTIVIDAD QUE DESARROLLARA" YOU SHOULD FILL IN THE SPACE WITH "INTERCAMBIO CULTURAL" AS THE ACTIVITY YOU WILL BE CARRYING OUT. WHEN YOU RECEIVE THE VISA, PLEASE REVIEW IT TO MAKE SURE THAT YOU WERE GRANTED THE CORRECT VISA AND THAT THERE ARE NO ERRORS OR CONFLICTING INFORMATION. CHECK TO MAKE SURE THE TYPE OF VISA IS "12-VIII" AND THAT THE ACTIVITY TO BE CARRIED OUT IS "INTERCAMBIO CULTURAL" OR "CULTURAL EXCHANGE". ANY CONFLICTING OR ERRONEOUS INFORMATION CAN LEAD TO DIFFICULTIES AND DELAYS WHEN REGISTERING THE VISA AND APPLYING FOR THE CENSO IN ECUADOR. IN ADDITION YOU WILL HAVE TO PAY A FINE OF MINIMUM $200.

 

4.  Ask before you go to the Consulate how much you need to pay for the visa; the cost is regulated by Ecuadorian law. Payment must be made in cash. Checks and credit cards are not accepted.
 

5.  If the Consulate takes several days to grant visas, you should ask when your visa will be ready and return to pick it up. Normally you have to collect your passport in person since you need to sign a consular certificate; however, some Consulates will handle the whole process by mail.

 

6.  Under NO CIRCUMSTANCE should you enter Ecuador without a visa granted by the Ecuadorian Consulate, even if the Consul says that you can come without one. If you come without a visa, you may be repatriated to your country of origin until you obtain one, and all associated costs will be your responsibility.

 

7.  PLEASE BRING ALL THE PAPERS AND DOCUMENTS GIVEN TO YOU AT THE CONSULATE. 

 

8.  AT YOUR ARRIVAL AT THE AIRPORT IN QUITO PLEASE TELL THE IMMIGRATION OFFICER TO STAMP YOUR PASSPORT WITH THE ENTRY VISA 12-VIII STRESSING THAT YOU WILL BE HERE AS AN " INTERCAMBIO CULTURAL".

 

9.  After you enter Ecuador, you must register your visa and obtain a census card ("censo") within 30 working days of your arrival. This is very important in order to legalize your status in the country. Information about the paperwork involved will be provided by CMSFQ's Human Resources  during Orientation. 

 

Questions?  Contact Ruben Armijos at rarmijos@colegio menor.edu.ec
 

Ecuadorian Embassy & Consulates in the United States

There is a list of Ecuadorian Consulates here:  http://ecuador.org/consulates.htm 
Or Call the main Ecuadorian Embassy in DC to find out where the closest Ecuadorian consul office is:

Ecuadorian Embassy
2535 15th Street NW, Washington, DC 20009
telephone: [1] (202) 234-7200
FAX: [1] (202) 667-3482
 

If you are outside the United States, consult the Ecuadorian Embassy in your country. 

